
  
 

TO:                NJASA Members 
FROM:         Tom Dunn, Jr., NJASA Director of Legislative & Urban Affairs 
DATE:           January 16, 2013 
RE:                NJASA Legislative Update 

 

On Monday, January 14, 2013 the following bills and resolutions were introduced 
and are being tracked by NJASA:

A3691 Caputo (D-28); Diegnan, Jr. (D-18); Ramos, Jr. (D-33); Spencer (D-29); Tucker (D-
28); Quijano (D-20); Vainieri Huttle (D-37) Requires school buildings to be equipped with 
emergency light and panic alarm linked to local law enforcement. 
  
STATEMENT 
  This bill requires that all public elementary and secondary schools be equipped with a 
panic alarm for use in a school security emergency including, but not limited to, a non-
fire evacuation, lockdown, or active shooter situation.  The panic alarm, which will not 
be audible within the school building, must be directly linked to local law enforcement 
authorities and must immediately transmit a signal or message to the authorities upon 
activation.  The bill defines "panic alarm" as a silent security system signal generated by 
the manual activation of a device intended to signal a life-threatening or emergency 
situation that requires a response from law enforcement. 
     The bill also requires that all public elementary and secondary schools be equipped 
with a red emergency light that is affixed to the exterior of the school building in a 
highly visible location above or near the front entrance.  The emergency light must be 
linked to the school's panic alarm so that it turns on when the panic alarm is activated. 
   
ACR172 / SCR134 Watson Coleman (D-15); Schaer (D-36); Wimberly (D-35); Spencer D-
29) Expresses Legislature's objection to certain recommendations included in the 
Governor's Educational Adequacy Report.     
  
STATEMENT 
This concurrent resolution notifies the Governor that the Legislature objects to specific 
recommendations included in the Educational Adequacy Report.  The report 
recommends that the school funding law be modified to decrease the additional weights 
for students who are at-risk (defined as students who are eligible to participate in the 



National School Lunch Program), bilingual education students, and combination 
students (defined as those who are both at-risk and bilingual education students).  The 
Legislature objects to these recommendations because they are not based on any 
research of the school funding level necessary to achieve the State's standards, as 
required under the school funding law or as expected by the Supreme Court in its 
decision. 
     The report also recommends increasing the extraordinary special education aid 
thresholds by $5,000.  Under current law, a school district may be partially reimbursed 
for certain costs in excess of $40,000, for a special education student served in a 
district-operated program, or in excess of $55,000, for a special education student 
served in a privately-operated program.  This recommendation would reduce the number 
of students for whom a district may seek a partial reimbursement from the State, and the 
overall amount of aid that a district would receive.  The Legislature objects to this 
recommendation because it appears to be motivated by a desire to reduce the State's 
obligation without regard to the potential fiscal implications for school districts. 
This concurrent resolution directs the Commissioner of Education to submit a revised 
report to the Legislature that responds to these objections no later than 30 days after a 
copy of the resolution is transmitted to the Governor and the commissioner, or before 
the transmittal of the Governor's budget message to the Legislature, whichever occurs 
first.   
  
S2480 Ruiz (D-29)Requires each school district to annually submit interscholastic athletic 
opportunity report to the Commissioner of Education. 
  
S2481 Ruiz (D-29) Creates corporate business tax and gross income tax credits to fund 
education enrichment demonstration program. 
  
S2482 Ruiz (D-29) Requires school districts provide pupil directory information to county 
vocational schools upon request. 
  
STATEMENT 
This bill requires that a school district provide the county vocational school district in that 
county with the pupil directory information for all students in the district enrolled in grades 
six through 12 upon receiving such a request from the county vocational school district.  
The information to be provided would include the pupil's name and address.  The pupil's 
parent would have the option of not having the pupil's information released for this purpose, 
and the school district would be responsible for notifying parents of that option. 
  
S2483 Cunningham (D-31); Ruiz (D-29); Madden, Jr. (D-4) Establishes the "New Jersey 
Workforce Development and Education Commission." 

 

 


