
  
 

TO:                NJASA Members 
FROM:         Tom Dunn, Jr., NJASA Director of Legislative & Urban Affairs 
DATE:           October 2, 2013   
RE:                NJASA Legislative Update 

 

At NJASA's Executive Committee meeting last Thursday, I mentioned two bills that were 
proposed for introduction by Senator Ruiz. Yesterday, both bills were formally introduced 
and referred to the Senate Education Committee.  

S2981 Ruiz (D-29) Requires State Board of Education to adopt standards and benchmarks 
of performance for the improvement of teacher preparation programs and teacher 
certification candidates who complete the programs, and develop a program rating system. 
  
STATEMENT 
This bill directs the State Board of Education to establish standards for the continuous 
improvement of teacher preparation programs and the performance of candidates for teacher 
certification who complete the programs.  The standards are to include benchmarks for 
performance that include test score data for each State test of subject matter knowledge 
required for a teaching certificate, and the maximum number of times each candidate for 
teacher certification who completes the teacher preparation program takes the appropriate 
State test of subject matter knowledge before receiving a passing score.  Each teacher 
preparation program will annually report its performance on the benchmarks to the 
Department of Education, and the department will make the information available for public 
inspection on its website.  The bill directs the State board to establish an advisory 
committee to make recommendations to the board on the establishment of the standards and 
benchmarks.  The advisory committee will be composed of representatives of various 
education and higher education organizations. 
     In addition to the above information, each teacher preparation program will annually 
report: 
     (1)   the attrition, retention, and completion rates of candidates for teacher certification 
enrolled in the program; 
     (2)   the average score of candidates for teacher certification on the appropriate State test 
of subject matter knowledge required for each endorsement to the instructional certificate; 
     (3)   the percentage of candidates for teacher certification who complete the program 
who obtain a full-time or part-time teaching position within nine months of completion of 



the program; and 
     (4)   the name of the school district, nonpublic school, or other entity where the 
candidate obtained employment. 
     Based on the reported information, the State board is to establish a rating system for 
teacher preparation programs and make the ratings available for public inspection on its 
website. 
  
  
S2982 Ruiz (D-29) Allows school districts to enter into school construction public-private 
partnership agreements with private entities. 
  
STATEMENT 
  This bill allows a public school district to enter into a contract with a private entity, under 
a public-private partnership (P3) agreement, that permits the private entity to assume full 
financial and administrative responsibility for the construction, reconstruction, repair, 
alteration, improvement, or extension of a school facilities project (project) of, or for the 
benefit of, the school district, provided that the project is financed in whole by the private 
entity, the school district retains full ownership of the land upon which the project is to be 
completed, and that the school facilities project has been approved by the Commissioner of 
Education as part of the district's long-range facilities plan.  For the purposes of facilitating 
the financing of a project, a school district may become the owner or lessee of the project, 
may issue indebtedness pursuant to law, and is empowered to enter into contracts with a 
private entity and its affiliates without being subject to the procurement and contracting 
requirements of any statute applicable to the school district, including the "Public School 
Contracts Law," provided that the private entity has been selected by the school district 
pursuant to a solicitation of proposals or qualifications. 
     The bill requires that workers employed in the construction, rehabilitation, or building 
maintenance services of a project by a private entity that has entered into a P3 agreement 
with a school district be subject to the applicable provisions of the "New Jersey Prevailing 
Wage Act," that projects undertaken pursuant to a P3 agreement shall contain a project 
labor agreement, and that the general contractor, construction manager, or subcontractor for 
a project is to be prequalified to bid on a project pursuant to P.L.2000, c.72 (C.18A:7G-1 et 
al.) and be classified by the New Jersey Schools Development Authority to perform work 
on a project.  All applications for P3 agreements authorized under the bill are to be 
submitted to the New Jersey Economic Development Authority (EDA) for the EDA's 
review and approval by August 1, 2017.  Where practicable, all projects are encouraged to 
adhere to the green building manual prepared by the Commissioner of Community Affairs. 
     In order for an application to be complete and considered by the EDA, the bill requires 
the application to include, but not be limited to: 1) a P3 agreement between the school 
district and the private entity; 2) a full description of the project; 3) the estimated costs and 
financial documentation for the project; 4) a timetable for completion of the project 
extending no more than five years after consideration and approval; and 5) any other 
requirements that the EDA deems appropriate or necessary.  As part of the estimated costs 
and financial documentation for the project, an application shall contain a long-range 
maintenance plan and shall specify the expenditures that qualify as an appropriate 
investment in maintenance.  This long-range maintenance plan is to be approved by the 



EDA if it includes building maintenance standards established by the State Board of 
Education. 
     In order to encourage private entities to enter into P3 agreements with school districts to 
develop projects, the bill authorizes the EDA to provide private entities tax-exempt private 
activity bond financing under terms and conditions established by the EDA and as 
otherwise authorized under State or federal law.  

 

 


