
  
 

TO:                 NJASA Members 
FROM:           Melanie Schulz, NJASA Director of Governmental Relations   
DATE:            March 11, 2014   
RE:                 NJASA Legislative Update 
  

 

The following bills were released from the Assembly Women and Children's 
Committee.  Action on the bills took place on March 10, 2014. 

A679  Cryan/Benson; Encourages school districts and nonpublic schools to 
increase 
student participation in school breakfast programs. 
  
A2186  Singleton/Lampitt/Riley; Mandates "breakfast after the bell" program in 
schools with significant low income population. 
  
A679 and A2186 merged to form an Assembly Committee Substitute that will 
encourage the establishment of "breakfast after the bell" programs in school 
districts, public and nonpublic schools participating in the federal school breakfast 
program. 
  
A1796  O'Donnell/Cryan;  Prohibits school district from denying student school 
breakfast or school lunch because payment is in arrears without prior notice to 
parent. 
  
A2644  Dancer/Andrzejczak/Space/Wilson; Direct Department of Agriculture to 
establish clearinghouse website for farmers to offer produce and dairy products for 
use by school breakfast and lunch programs. 
  
A2644 was amended to add that the Departments of Agriculture, Education and 
Health  shall consult and develop and establish, or partner with, a nonprofit 
organization for the development of a clearinghouse for farmers to offer produce 
and dairy products for use by school breakfast programs, school lunch programs 
and food banks. 



  
A2840  Lampitt/Mosquera/ Schaer/Spencer/Pintor Marin;  Expands school 
breakfast program to all schools with 5% or more of students eligible for free or 
reduced price meals. 
  
Secretary of Agriculture, Douglas Fischer, spoke about the school breakfast 
program, what the Department of Agriculture is doing to encourage more districts to 
participate and how he is encouraged by the double digit increases in local district 
participation over the last 2 years. 
  
Other organizations spoke about various state and community coalitions and 
offered a glimpse into the various ways in which school breakfast is being 
implemented. 
 
Testimony Before the Assembly Women and Children Committee 
 March 10, 2014 
  
The New Jersey Association of School Administrators (NJASA) thanks 
Chairwoman Lampitt and applauds the efforts of this committee to address the 
issue of school nutrition programs, including those relative to school breakfast. 
  
In fact, NJASA supports the idea that schools, particularly those in high poverty 
communities, need to address multiple out-of-school factors for both children and 
adults. 
  
Prior to 2012, breakfast after the bell or breakfast in the classroom was problematic 
because school administrators thought that instructional time would be taken away. 
 
This barrier was removed through a letter of agreement that was signed between 
the Departments of Education and Agriculture specifically allowing school districts 
to get these programs started. 
  
In addition, by removing this impediment, NJ realized a double digit increase in 
school breakfast programs. (16.3% in 2013)[1] 
  
However, this increase is not good enough.  NJ is still leaving millions of dollars on 
the table in Washington that could positively affect untold numbers of children. 
  
Food insecurity impacts every community and every school district, and, in fact, can 
have negative influences on cognitive development in the early years, and has 
been linked to lower academic achievement.[2] 
  
Expanding the school breakfast program is a great start to addressing these issues.
  
NJASA looks forward to working with the sponsor in offering our services and 
support for this initiative. 



 
Thank you. 
  

[1]  Transcript - Joint Committee on the Public Schools - February 27, 2013 
[2]  Ending Childhood Hunger: A social impact analysis Deloitte (2013) 
 
   
The Joint Committee on the Public Schools (JCPS) held their reorganization 
meeting on March 11, 2014. 
  
Senator Ronald L. Rice, and Assemblywoman Mila Jasey, were selected to Co-
Chair the JCPS for the 2014-2015 Legislative Session. 
  
In addition, invited speakers made presentations on the One Newark Plan:  Mark 
Weber, Author of One Newark Plan Analysis; Marie Blistan, NJEA; Antoinette 
Baskerville-Richardson, President of the Newark School District Advisory Board; 
Elizabeth Athos, Esq., Education Law Center; John Abeigon, Newark Teachers 
Union Vice President and Director of Organization. 
 
The JCPS also discussed the possibility of passing a Resolution at a future meeting 
to request subpoena power, through Legislative means, in order to bring 
Administration and school officials before them to ask questions on the Newark 
School District, and perhaps other school districts. 
  

 

 


