
NJASA Curriculum and Instruction Committee 
Meeting Notes – November 19, 2009 

 
 
In attendance were: Dr. Kathleen F. Fuchs, Chairperson, Jefferson Township, 
Morris county; Judith Ann Rattner, NJASA Officer Liaison, Berkeley Heights, 
Union County; Dr. Richard G. Bozza, Executive Director, Linda A. Martensen, 
Director, Professional Development, NJASA Staff; Dr. Jerilyn M. Caprio, 
Allendale, Bergen county; Joseph Langowski, Maple Shade Township, Dr. 
Christopher M. Manno, Burlington Township, Burlington county; Brian J. 
Betze, Berlin Township, Geraldine R. Carroll, Lindenwold, Camden county; 
Dr. Thomasina Jones, Bridgeton, Cumberland county; Nancy Gartenberg, 
South Hunterdon, Hunterdon county; Everett C. Burns, Hampton Township, 
Sussex county;  Dr. Marilyn E. Birnbaum, North Plainfield, Somerset county; 
Dr. Timothy Peters, Director, Office of Assessment, NJDOE; and Stan Karp, 
Director, Secondary Reform Project, Education Law Center. 
 

1. Committee members were welcomed.  Dr. Timothy Peters, 
NJDOE Office of Assessment and Mr. Stanley Karp, Education 
Law Center, Secondary Reform Project were introduced. 

2. Dr. Peters highlighted information regarding Alternate High 
School Assessment (formerly known as the SRA) including: 

a. Since NCLB the testing population as grown. 
b. Assessment is more efficiently accomplished with a lower 

cost – even with the increase in population.  
c. Formative assessments are a work in progress as well as 

activities related to performance assessment.  Because of 
budgetary implications the formative assessments and the 
ASK in the native language (Spanish) are vulnerable. 

d. To save “SRA” NJDOE worked to improve perceptions 
regarding validation and credibility. 

e. HSPA will be phased out and replaced with end of year 
tests.  This is now “open to evolution” depending upon the 
new administration. NJDOE is currently following policy and 
plans until directed to do otherwise. 

f. 2011 – Algebra I  
i. All districts will pilot this year. 

g. AHSA (formerly SRA) will be impacted by the end of course 
model. 

h. New process will begin in December 
i. NJ Teachers will be trained to score in regional 

centers 
ii. Two windows for PATS 
iii. A summer window will be added (in July).  

 



3. Mr. Stan Karp provided information about high school exit exams 
and the SRA 

a. Of the 50 states 26 have exit exams, 24 do not.  (NY, NJ & 
MA have exit exams). 

b. Of the 26 states that have exit exams 19 have alternatives 
(e.g. substituting an SAT scores, grade point average, 
etc.)  Two have an SRA like process (NJ and Maryland). 

c. In NJ there are currently 100,000 individuals 18-24 year 
olds who are not working and have not graduated from 
high school. 

d. Algebra I becomes a graduation requirement in 2014. 
e. The “diploma penalty” will be linked to end of course 

exams. 
f. Biology exam – in 3rd year of pilot testing; is a requirement 

for the Class of 2012. 
g. ELC activities related to SRA. 

i. ELC is looking for SRA data “anonymously” from NJ 
high schools.  Anyone who may have information 
that is useful should contact Mr. Karp.  

ii. A3692/S2574 are bills that would require 
examination of the “phase 1” impact (Algebra 1 and 
Biology) as tests are implemented. 

 
4. Copies of the PowerPoint presented by Mr. Karp and one 

referenced by Dr. Peters are included as attachments. 
  

 
































































