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Members of the Joint Committee on the Public Schools, thank you for 
inviting NJASA to participate in this hearing on special education. 
 
At NJASA, we are constantly looking at special education and, in fact, have 
an entire committee devoted to looking at Federal and State policy, and we 
use this as an opportunity for our school leaders to come together and 
exchange both their challenges and their remedies.  They learn a lot from 
each other in this space. 
 
On Testing 
The IEP that informs a student’s instruction should also inform their 
assessment.  More often than not, students are forced to take an 
assessment based on their age and not their IEP. 
 
Not only is there absolutely no value to this, it is also extremely frustrating 
to the students, the parents and the teachers. 
 
Using the IEP to inform the assessments would provide the students and 
parents with information on the student’s progress and the teacher would 
know if the strategies that they were using were of value or not. 
 
On Funding 
Recommendation #1 of the NJ Task Force on Improving Special Education 
for Public Schools Students, issued August 2015. 
 
The New Jersey Legislature should reevaluate the school funding 
formula with a particular eye on how state special education aid 
reaches and impacts all New Jersey students eligible for special 
education and related services. The New Jersey Legislature should 
review the impact of SFRA by directing the Department to analyze 
and reevaluate the state funding formula and create a formula that 
stabilizes general and special education funding and ensures that 
state aid follows students eligible for special education and related 
services as well as general education students.  
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Rationale Recommendation #1: SFRA does not generate special education 
costs for each student eligible for special education and related services 
individually, as it does for other groups through student weights. The Task 
Force believes that an effective formula must provide additional cost factors 
based on the actual number of special education students in each district 
rather than applying the state average classification rate. 
 
Special education costs are rising at the rate of 6-8% a year.  This rise 
beyond the cap causes resources to be reallocated from general education to 
special education programs.   
 
We educate all regardless of ability or disability but we ask that the 
Legislature do a deep dive on special education costs when considering a 
new funding method – whether it be a new formula or amending SFRA. 
 
On Placement 
Recommendation #3:  
 
As part of the continuum of placement options, the Department 
should encourage school districts and charter schools to establish 
partnerships with agencies such as special services school districts, 
educational service commissions, jointure commissions, approved 
private schools for students with disabilities, as well as other school 
districts, to increase the provision of programs and services for 
students eligible for special education and related services in their 
neighborhood schools. 
 
We would add that the first step for placement should be through the 
utilization of the expertise of educational service commissions, jointure 
commissions or special services school districts.  These are well positioned 
organizations that would have information not only about what placements 
are available in their immediate area, but also, and most importantly, 
provide appropriate special services that are not available in local districts. 
 
On Transportation 
We hear from a lot of districts on issues with transportation, so this problem 
is not limited to special education transportation, but it is worth noting that 
both finding drivers as well as the spiraling costs are putting yet another 
financial demand on already over-stressed school budgets. 
 
We would recommend that the Legislature take an in-depth look at these 
costs when considering a new funding mechanism. 
 
 


